SIR WALTER SCOTT         JET.48

the strength and splendor of his imagination "been dis-
played to higher advantage than in some of the scenes of
this romance. But I believe that no reader who is ca-
pable of thoroughly comprehending the author's Scotch
character and Scotch dialogue will ever place even Ivan-
hoe, as a work of genius, on the same level with Waver-
ley, Guy Mannering, or The Heart of Mid-Lothian.

There is, to me, something so remarkably characteris-
tic of Scott's mind and manner in a particular passage of
the Introduction, which he penned ten years afterwards
for this work, that I must be pardoned for extracting
it here. He says: "The character of the fair Jewess
found so much favor in the eyes of some fair readers,
that the writer was censured, because, when arranging
the fates of the characters of the drama, he had not as-
signed the hand of Wilfred to Eebecca, rather than the
less interesting Eowena. But, not to mention that the
prejudices of the age rendered such a union almost im-
possible, the author may, in passing, observe that he
thinks a character of a highly virtuous and lofty stamp
is degraded rather than exalted by an attempt to reward
virtue with temporal prosperity. Such is not the recom-
pense which Providence has deemed worthy of suffering
merit; and it is a dangerous and fatal doctrine to teach
young persons, the most common readers of romance,
that rectitude of conduct and of principle are either natu-
rally allied with, or adequately rewarded by, the gratifi-
cation of our passions, or attainment of our wishes. In
a word, if a virtuous and self-denied character is dis-
missed with temporal wealth, greatness, rank, or the in-
dulgence of such a rashly formed or ill-assorted passion as
that of Rebecca for Ivanhoe, the reader will be apt to
say, verily Virtue has had its reward. But a glance on
the great picture of life will show that the duties of self-
denial, and the sacrifice of passion to principle, are sel-
dom thus remunerated; and that the internal conscious-
ness of their high-minded discharge of duty produces onther of the genuine English country
